The Peloponnesian War

Sparta vs. Athens

431BC – 404 BC
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The Fall of the Athenians… and the Rest of the Greeks
Causes


The other Greek city-states were afraid of Athens because they had gained so much power in such a short amount of time.  Sparta and Athens both began to divide Greece between the two.  Athens felt like they could defeat Sparta and as a surprise in 431 BC if they declared war on Sparta.


The idea to attack Sparta came from a man named Pericles (pair- uh- clees).  Pericles had been the elected ruler of Athens since 461 BC.  Under his leadership Athens had become not only the most powerful city-state in Greece, but the most powerful and richest city in the Mediterranean.  To show how rich and powerful Athens was, Pericles had the Parthenon built, but this angered some of the other city-states because they had been paying Athens to protect them, not build expensive temples.

Pericles’ Plan for Athens

· Destroy all of Sparta’s (and their friends) navy.

· Let the Spartan army take over land while the Athenians hide inside the city of Athens

· Do not try to fight the Spartan army

· Use ships to bring supplies to Athens

· Use ships to cut off the Spartans from trading with anyone

· After a year or two the Spartans will become very poor because they can’t trade with anyone.
· The Spartans will realize that they will never be able to win because Athens will not fight their army and will quit 



Phase I

Pericles’ plan was good and it started off well. In 431 BC the Athenians destroyed the Spartan navy and took control of the water around Greece. But the Athenians that lived outside of the city had to move inside the walls while the Spartans waited outside.  Also, to support the new crowded city, there were boats in and out of Athens all of the time.  Not long into the war, because it was so crowded in Athens it became unclean and disease broke out.  The diseases killed many people- including soldiers and sailors (it even killed Pericles himself).  This meant that Athens could not finish off the Spartans when Athens was at their strongest.  

When the news got out that there was disease in Athens, cities all over the Mediterranean that traded with Athens stopped- they did not want Athenian sailors to bring diseases to their city.  Also, the Spartans did something the Athenians did not think they would:  They marched waaaaaaaay up to the north of Greece and took the silver mines away from Athens. In Classical Greece silver was worth a lot.

1.)  What two unexpected things happened that ruined Pericles’ plan?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2.)  Why did people have so much faith in Pericles?
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Phase II

Without being able to finish off the Spartans in the war because of disease and not having any trade in the Mediterranean and without silver- people in Athens began to panic.  They began to break into different groups and argue with each other.  Democracy had made the Athenians powerful in the past, but now every person began to think they should control Athens.  Athens was now losing the war because of internal and external reasons.

Generals in Athens began to choose sides of who should be in charge of Athens.  At one point a group of generals took control and they attacked Sicily (an island near Italy) because it was supposed to be friendly to Sparta.  The Sicilians were waiting and they slaughtered the Athenians and took their boats.  Another time, a group of generals took control and they sailed off to attack Spartan boats and cities.  They were very successful… but when they got back- months later – they found out that they had lost their election and they were executed by the new people in charge.  At their trial only one man was brave enough to stand up and argue with the people that wanted to kill the successful generals.  He asked why the people of Athens continued this war - - when they could not even rule themselves… His name was Socrates.
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1.)  Internal means inside and external means outside- name one internal and one external reason Athens was losing the war.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2.)  What happened to Athens’ democracy?
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3.)  Do you think that a democracy can survive challenges like war and economic problems- or will the people inside the democracy destroy it?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Phase III

With Athens so weak economically, politically and militarily- Sparta knew that they could actually win.  Since Spartans were raised to be soldiers, they were not very good at making friends in other city-states like the Athenians- they had been fighting the war by themselves and they finally realized that they needed help to finish off the Athenians.  

Sparta started by reaching out to the city-states that were still friends with Athens.  By doing this, they cut down the number of places Athens could keep their Triremes (warships).  In some situations the Spartans secretly made deals with Athens’ friends- these city-states tricked Athens and told Athens to bring their Triremes to safety- but the Spartans were waiting.

Once Sparta began to win the war by a lot, Athens asked for peace.  Sparta was going to accept peace… but Persia suddenly gave Sparta lots of money and boats to absolutely destroy the Athenians.  Sparta finally crushed Athens in 404 BC.
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Results

1. In the end, Sparta chose not turn all of the Athenians into slaves like they usually did to people they defeated in war.

          2.  The Athenian/Greek trading empire in the Mediterranean Sea 

               collapsed.

3. All of the city-states in Greece were affected by the war- no    

     matter which side they were on.  They all had spent all of their 

     money and much of the infrastructure in Greece was 

     destroyed.

4. In Athens, immediately after the war people could not believe what had happened to Athens, they had to find someone to blame- they blamed Socrates and executed him.  Athens still had a democracy, but they did not have any power anymore. 
5. SINCE SPARTA AND ATHENS WERE SO WEAK -  - THE OTHER CITY STATES BEGAN TO FIGHT OVER THE CONTROL OF GREECE!!!  EVERYONE WANTED TO BE THE NEW SPARTA/ ATHENS!!!

6. Because of these new wars, all of Greece was open to invasion from outside forces...
1.)  Why do you think Persia helped Sparta?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2.)  Do you think that Sparta won the war, or that Athens lost it?  Why?
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3.)  After the Peloponnesian War ended, had Greeks learned their lesson about fighting each other?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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